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Background and Education: 
Prior to joining the Center in September 2007,  Kiely was Associate 
Professor of History and Asian studies at Furman University in 
Greenville, South Carolina. He directed the Furman-in-China 
programs at Suzhou University and East China Normal University 
in Shanghai, was a co-founder of the U.S. State Department Critical 
Languages Grant funded Furman-Suzhou Intensive Summer Chinese Language Institute, and 
chaired the Asian Studies Department.  He has taught and studied at Central China Normal 
University, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the University of Hawaii at Manoa, the 
University of California, Berkeley, Nanjing University and Harvard University.  He is a 
former Yale-China Fellow, Beijing University Fellow, and National Committee on United 
States-China Relations Public Intellectuals Program Fellow. Kiely first lived and studied in 
China at the Number Seven Middle School in Chengdu in 1982-83 and has lived in China, off 
and on, for nearly ten years.  At the Center, Kiely occasionally teaches thesis preparation and 
history seminars.  

Kiely received his B.A. in East Asian studies from Yale University in 1988, an M.A. in Asian 
history from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 1993, and a Ph.D. in Chinese history from 
the University of California, Berkeley in 2001. 

Publications: 
Kiely is the author a number of papers, articles and book chapters,  including 
“Spreading the Dharma with the Mechanized Press: New Buddhist Print 
Cultures in the Modern Chinese Print Revolution, 1865-1949,” in Christopher 
A. Reed and Cynthia Brokaw, eds., Woodblocks to  the Internet: Print Culture 
in China, Leiden, E.J. Brill, (forthcoming) 2009, and “Performances of 
Resistance and the Imagined Moral Public: Communist Political Prisoners in 
China, 1928 -1937,” Twentieth Century China, Vol. 29, No. 2, April 2004.  He 
currently is working on two books – a study of prison education and reform 
programs and a study of urban Buddhist activists and civil society both in 
early and mid-twentieth century China.   


